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from their infancy they are inured to fatigue and
hardships/ He then continues:
Agriculture is little regarded among them, as they
live mostly on milk, cheese, and the flesh of animals.
Nor has any man lands of his own, or distinguished by
fixed boundaries. The magistrates and those in
authority portion out yearly to every canton and family
such a quantity of land and in such a part of the
country as they think proper, and the year following
move them to some other spot.
He adds that one of the reasons for their doing so
is 'lest, seduced to habit and continuance, they
should learn to prefer tillage to war/ Each tribe,
however, has its own sphere of influence which it
jealously* guards.
It is accounted honourable for states to have the
country all around them lie waste and depopulated;
for they think it an argument of valour to expel their
neighbours and suffer none to settle near them.
Raids into their neighbours' preserves, however, are
encouraged:
Robbery has nothing infamous in it when com-
mitted outside the territories of the state to which they
belong. They even pretend that it serves to exercise
their youth, and prevent the growth of sloth.
Of the Sueves, or Swabians of Southern Germany,
Caesar (at the beginning of Book IV) gives a more
particular account:
The Suevi are by far the most warlike and con-
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